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2" September 2020

Dear Members of the Scottish Parliament

As members of Together (Scottish Alliance for Children’s Rights), we warmly welcome the
introduction of a Bill to incorporate the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) into Scots
law. We believe this is a significant moment in realising our shared vision of ensuring all children and
young people growing up in Scotland have their human rights respected, protected and fulfilled.

Children, young people, their families and wider civil society have been working towards UNCRC
incorporation for very many years. The journey began back in 1991 when the UK first ratified the
UNCRC, placing a duty on Scotland to give effect to the UNCRC under international law. Over the
following 29 years, there have been many more important milestones, including the creation of our
world-leading Children’s Parliament and Scottish Youth Parliament which have been leading calls for
children’s rights to be made binding in law. This campaign to secure children’s rights in law has
gathered widespread support across many sectors and professions including health, social work,
education and the police. The introduction of the UNCRC Incorporation Bill to the Scottish Parliament
will be one of the most significant steps forward on this journey so far.

We know from international experience that incorporation encourages a culture change in which
children and young people are better valued and respected. In uncertain times like these, the
importance of legal protections for children and young people’s human rights is more evident than
ever. Passing the Bill will be one of the most important things the Scottish Parliament can do to
ensure children’s rights are respected, protected, and fulfilled. It will provide a meaningful legacy to
the Year of Young People 2018 and make sure that future generations benefit from the hard work
and commitment of today’s children and young people.

We look forward to your support in this important step towards Scotland becoming a world leader in
protecting children and young people’s rights. Please do get in touch if you have any questions
about UNCRC incorporation or as the Bill progresses through the Scottish Parliament. In the
meantime, we hope you will be keen to celebrate the introduction of the UNCRC Incorporation Bill
with us!

Wit_h thanks and best wishes

Juliet Harris
Director, Together (Scottish Alliance for Children’s Rights)
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Chief Executive, Children’s University Scotland

clan
Alison Reid childlaw
Principal Solicitor, Clan Childlaw _

lawyers for
children & young people

chi/drer’s

COALITION OF CARE AND
SUPPORT PROVIDERS

IN SCOTLAND

Mark MacMillan
Chair, Committee on Care and Support for Children and Young People,
Coalition of Care and Support Providers in Scotland (CCPS)
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Matt Forde
National Head of Service

NSPCC
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National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
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Clare Simpson
Manager, Parenting Across Scotland
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Clerk, Quakers in Scotland
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Director, respectme
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respectme

Scotland’s Anti-Bullying Service
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Tim Frew
Chief Executive, YouthLink
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